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to the spirit of the American Constitution and institutions. He declared
that he and his administration had really been vindicated because no
charges had been preferred in the form of impeachment.
In fact a bad precedent had been set. A conflict had been begun in
which the legislative sought to reduce the executive to subservience.
Indeed Buchanan had put his finger on a rising tendency. It was but
one of many evidences displayed in this session that the Republican
House leaders were determined to dominate both the executive and
the courts. They pursued this objective as long as many of them survived.
Lincoln could cope with them; but Andrew Johnson was assaulted by
them, and Grant, Hayes, and Garfield knew the sting of their lash.
Conkling, Stevens, Colfax, Ashley, and Bingham were in this House.
While the President was wielding his dull sword of defense, the
House Republican majority made arrangements for the widest possible
use of its discoveries. A sizable volume was printed containing the
Covode report and testimony; and a really huge tome was prepared
including, besides the Covode matter, the investigation of the Navy
Department and more printing testimony from other committees. This
immense volume seemed to convict the Democracy, by its very size.12
The departing solons could take little pride in their handiwork. The
game had been played to a stalemate, and the sorry results were spread
forth in the disorderly fashion of the Covode committee report. It
was intended to be an indictment of the administration and the De-
mocracy. It was really the picture of the weakness of a system that
was too lenient with rottenness, too careless of the virtues of an earlier
day.
The most ominous aspect of this stalemate was its defeatism. There
was such a general feeling that the experiment in government had been
a failure. On every side there was frustration. There were no internal
improvements, no free homesteads, no railroad subsidies, no protective
tariff, and only curtailed steamer mail facilities. Promoters of all kinds
saw that they could get nowhere with the Democratic party-
Dissatisfaction was in the air. Not only were southern leaders openly
contemptuous and fearful of the philosophy and policy of the Republi-
cans, but there were threats from other quarters. The California dele-
gation was talking of a Pacific republic, the eastern boundary of which